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rectly laid. He was afterwards employed in the Ministry of Munitions for the greater part of 1916; he then commanded an army corps on the West Front for about one and a half years, and was the senior British military representative at the headquarters of the allied armies from April to November 1918.
Fowke had to deal with and advise on matters connected with trench warfare, the supply of engineering material, and new methods of solving the most difficult problems with which the Royal Engineers had ever been confronted. He became Adjutant-General in France in February 1916, and continued to hold that post until the end of the war.
Fowler was in charge of the Signal Service from the first day of the war until the last, and superintended its expansion from a strength of about 1600 in 1914 to one of over 70,000 in 1918. I had first met him twenty years before when travelling through Kashmir ; he had served on my staff at the Staff College ; and in pre-war days we had often taken part together in staff tours designed to afford instruction in the working of signal communications with an army in the field. During the retreat from Mons he had accomplished marvels in keeping up connection between G.H.Q. and the troops, and he was indispensable to me whilst I was Chief of the General Staff in 1915.
In Chapter X. I have described the original formation of " Communication Companies/' These had later become the " Signal Service"; and for the benefit of those who are unacquainted with the duties of this service I may say that upon the efficiency with which they are performed the power of a commander to handle his troops greatly depends. Just as in a human body the nerves convey the information obtained by the senses to the brain, and the orders from the brain to the muscles, so the signal communications of an army convey the information obtained from all sources to the commander, and orders from the commander to his troops. Loss of efficiency or sluggishness of the nerves results in partial paralysis of the body, and a corresponding paralysis of the army results from the failure of its signal communications.ered and the foundations of our artillery supremacy were cor-uch daylight, was yet visible.ch war in particular.d arrive near the placet the beginning of accepted plan was you, whether on the staff or in command, will include, in addition to a good theoretical knowledge of your professional duties, the possession of a quick eye,l do well to study the methods of Wellington in the Peninsula, and the teaching furnished by the American Civil war on this important subject.
